
AlohaKakahiakaHonorableDonovanDelaCruz andMembersof theCity Council:

0 StevenAgasako’u inoa a me [My name is StevenAgasa and] I am a full-time
clarinetistwith theRoyalHawaiianBandsinceJuly 2001. I ama graduatefrom Arizona
StateUniversitywith aMaster’sdegreein ClarinetPerformanceandBachelor’sdegreein
Music Education from the University of Hawaii. Throughout my education,I was
exposedto world-classconductors,performers,andensembles.

JamagainstproposedBill 8, Amendment2-15.3on qualificationsof abandmaster.

Adding “fluency in the Hawaiian language” as a qualification for bandmasterwill
eliminatethevastmajority of highly trainedbandconductorsthroughoutour fine country
andessentiallytheworld.

At thetime of HenryBerger’stenure,thepredominantlanguagewasHawaiian. Majority
of themusiciansandaudiencemembersin our societydo not fluently speaktheHawaiian
languageandtherefore,it is irrelevantfor this qualificationto be addedto thebandmaster
position. Furthermore,the bandmastercan acquireinformation on Hawaiian language
andculturethroughexpertsin this field.

At the University of Hawaii, I took four semestersof Hawaiian language. Does this
makeme abettermusicianto performHawaiianmusic on my clarinet? Probablynot! I
becamea better musician through my educationin music, and becauseof my music
education,I amableto performHawaiianmusicat ahigherlevel.

Credentials of a bandmastershould heavily weigh on musicianship and musical
qualificationssuch as artistic skills in wind ensembleconducting,pedagogyon band
instruments, and competencyon the style of Hawaiian music rather than Hawaiian
languageby itself A knowledgeableand well-educatedconductorwill servejustice to
themusic from any genre. Finally, a respectedconductorwill createa world-classwind
ensemblethat will promotemusicof Hawaii throughouttheworld.

If this bill is passedit will closetheopportunityfor manyqualifiedconductorsto serveas
futurebandmastersfor theRoyalHawaiianBand. Pleaseopposethis bill.

MahaloNui Loa Kakou!

StevenD. Agasa
MusicianI, B-flat Clarinet
Royal HawaiianBand C)
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